Cold War America Lesson 2:
Containing Communism Abroad
Major Topics:





Founding of the United
Nations
Creation of NATO and
Warsaw Pact
National Security Act
NSC-68








Iran Coup d’état
Korean War
Bay of Pigs
Cuban Missile Crisis
Hungarian Revolution
Guatemalan Coup d’état

How did the United States wage the Cold War abroad?
In order to wage the Cold War
abroad,

the

United

States’

government reorganized within
to fight against a new enemy in
a new kind of war. It centralized
government

operations

and

established

a

new

interventionist foreign policy
(The Truman Doctrine) devoted
to supporting anti-communists
all over the world. To carry out
this policy, American presidents
utilized the American military
and the CIA to aid people who
were
Douglas MacArthur at the front lines above Suwon, Korea, accompanied by
Courtney Whitney, Matthew B. Ridgway, William B. Kean, and others,
January 28, 1951. Source: Library of Congress,
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2003655442/

trying

to

confront

communists abroad, and to
intervene
interests

when
were

American
being

threatened.

This lesson employs a variety of engaging primary sources, including declassified government
documents, as source material for student investigation. Sentence deconstruction activities help
students understand dense and abstract national security documentation.
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Procedures
Step 1: The United Nations (Class Time: 15 minutes)
Coming out of WWII, the leaders of the Allied nations were determined to establish a structure for international
engagement that would prevent another world war in the future. As early as 1943, the “Big Three” – FDR,
Stalin, and Churchill began to plan for a post-war world. By 1945 when they met in Yalta, the Allied leaders
were in agreement – creation of The United Nations would be one of their first major post-war
actions. Despite its goals of tolerance and peace, the UN became a repeated site of Cold War
conflict.

Students begin this lesson by learning about the UN’s creation – it’s goals and

composition – in order to understand how the institution later became deeply involved in the
tensions that defined the Cold War.
Distribute The United Nations (CWA2.1). Remind students about the League of Nations and
how its failure helped contribute to WWII. Next, ask students to consider the question – How
did the Big Three plan to avoid the mistakes of their predecessors? In other words, what could
they do to help prevent a third world war? In groups of three or four, have students examine
both the Preamble and the poster. Have students discuss the answers to the questions listed
below; circulate around the room to make sure their analysis is appropriate and informed.

Step 2: NATO and the Warsaw Pact (Class Time: 30 minutes)
Distribute NATO and the Warsaw Pact (CWA2.2). Explain to students that two alliances formed
at the beginning of the Cold War – NATO, created in 1947, and the Warsaw Pact, created in
1950. NATO was led by the United States; the Warsaw Pact was led by the Soviet Union. Use
the Warsaw Pact / NATO map to clarify memberships in both organizations. Finally, have
students review selected sections of the NATO and Warsaw Pact treaties using the matrix that
organizes excerpts from the two treaties by topic. (Students can also refer to the longer excerpts as necessary).
Finally, have students answer the following question: Consider the potential impact of these two military
alliances on international relations. Will they expand tensions between countries or will they promote greater
peace and stability? Explain.

Step 3: The National Security Act (Class Time: 15 minutes)
Ask students to review the key points of Lesson 1, as well as the unit’s essential question (Why
was the Cold War fought?). Explain that this lesson will focus on HOW the United States
fought the Cold War, and how its tactics related to its motivations (Refer to Lesson 1 sources,
as necessary). In particular, make sure that all students understand the Truman Doctrine,
which argued for containment of communism, using the notes the text of Truman’s March,
1947 speech and their analysis (CWA1.10).
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In July of that same year, Congress passed and President Truman signed into law The
National Security Act of 1947. Tell students that now that they understand why the Cold
War was fought, they will now need to answer the question, how did the US fight the Cold
War? Distribute the excerpt from The National Security Act of 1947 (CWA2.2). In groups
of three or four, have students and discuss their answers to the questions listed on page
four, using the Three World Order Map, the NSA, and the Truman Doctrine. As they work,
circulate around the room, correcting any misunderstandings as necessary (refer to the key,
CWA2.2K). Ask students to consider: What is the connection between Truman’s speech in
March, and the passage of the National Security Act in July?
Remind students that they should continue to complete their Organizing the Cold War
Chart (CWA1.3b). In addition to their student copies, make sure the class chart is updated as the lesson goes
forward.

Step 4: NSC-68 (Class Time: 45 minutes)
As a review, discuss main points of the NSA and then give students the document NSC-68
(CWA2.4), a plan drafted by the National Security Council to contain Soviet expansion
through aggressive US foreign intervention. Although the excerpt is short (only three
paragraphs), the text is very dense and challenging because of the level of abstraction, the
use of reference devices and metaphors, and the passive voice. Given that, both English
learners and native speakers will likely require structured support in order to both comprehend the literal text
and discern subtle meanings needed for historical understanding. CWA2.4 takes apart the text, asks questions
to ensure comprehension, and then requires students to make an argument based upon evidence. The activity
is structured primarily as a group discussion – students work in pairs or groups of three to first
deconstruct the text and then analyze their results. The role of the teacher is to monitor each
group’s discussion, providing additional guidance and clarification if necessary. If, however,
student proficiency requires closer monitoring or guidance, the activity can be adapted as a
whole class discussion or differentiated between similar groups, with the teacher slowly
progressing through each paragraph, using the discussion questions as a script and requiring detailed notetaking by each student.

Step 5: The President’s Daily Bulletin (Class Time: 200 minutes, estimated)
Tell students that today you are moving from policy to practice, and will now look at different
events, policies, and military actions in which the US uses its strength to shape international
political outcomes. Explain to the class that they will now consider the implementation of the
containment policy, as defined by NSC-68 by analyzing one event, policy, military action, or
foreign intervention in order to answer the following question: Was Containment Successful?
Page 3
Cold War America Lesson #2: Containing Communism Abroad
Copyright © 2013, The Regents of the University of California, All Rights Reserved

Following the instructor directions on the first page of President’s Daily Bulletin (CWA2.5),
divide the class into ten diverse groups and prepare President’s Daily Bulletin
documentation for each group. Explain to students that they have each been assigned a
separate event, activity, policy, or military action for their review.

Each group will get a

portfolio of “classified” documents to use to prepare a concise description, analysis, and
recommendation for the President’s Daily Bulletin. Following the specific directions included
in the student directions cover page, each group will need to prepare both a five minute oral
presentation, as well as a one- to two-page written report. As students prepare their bulletins,
it is imperative that the teacher monitor their development, correct any misunderstandings,
support additional research as necessary, and ensure reasonable and accountable distribution
of work. The “classified” documents are at varying levels of reading difficulty. Below is a quick guide for the
topics that would be more or less accessible depending on students’ reading levels:
Least-Challenging
Italy
Berlin Wall
Cuban Missile Crisis

Medium
Korea
Iran
Bay of Pigs
Hungary

Challenging
Nuclear Arms Race
Guatemala

When students are ready, have each group present their report to you, the President, and the rest of the class
(who, when not presenting, will serve as members of the National Security Council). Let students know that
while they will become experts on their particular event / policy, they will eventually be responsible for learning
about all of the events as they will have to write up their own analysis at the conclusion of the activity. As
students present, make sure to both ask questions to assess their understanding of the material, correct any
misinformation, and the most significant information presented.

In particular, make sure that each

presentation addresses the central question of the activity: Was Containment Successful?
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CWA2.1- The United Nations (Page 1 of 3)
Context: Coming out of WWII, the leaders
of the Allied nations sought to establish a
structure for international engagement that
would prevent another world war in the
future. As early as 1943, the “Big Three” –
FDR, Stalin, and Churchill – began to plan
for a post-war world. By 1945 when they
met in Yalta, the Allied leaders were in
agreement – creation of The United
Nations would be one of their first major
post-war actions.
Representatives from 50 countries met in
San Francisco at the United Nations
Conference on International Organization
in 1945, with the goal of creating a United
Nations Charter. On June 26, 1945, the fifty
representatives signed the United Nations
Charter and on October 24, 1945, The
United Nations was officially created when
China, France, the Soviet Union, the United

Washington, D.C. Joseph C. Grew, Undersecretary of State for the United States and
foreign officials and representatives signing the declaration by United Nations and lendlease agreements, February, 1945. J. Sherrel Lakey, Photographer. Farm Security
Administration, Office of War Information Photograph. Source: Library of Congress,
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/owi2001043219/PP/.

Kingdom, the United States, and a majority of representatives ratified the Charter.
Directions: Review the Preamble to the United Nations Charter, the United Nations Poster, and Joseph Stalin’s
1951 interview. In your groups, answer the following questions:






Read the Preamble.
o

What are the specific goals of the UN? What are they trying to achieve?

o

How do they hope to achieve these goals?

Look at the poster.
o

What, specifically, do you see?

o

Identify as many country flags as you can – what countries belong to the organization?

o

What does the black smoke represent? What about the ships in the water?

Consider both sources.
o

In what ways are the two sources alike? How are they different?

o

In no more than one sentence, answer the following question: How did the United Nations
hope to prevent war?
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CWA2.1- The United Nations (Page 2 of 3)
Charter of the United Nations: Preamble
We the Peoples of the United Nations Determined


to save succeeding generations from the scourge
of war, which twice in our lifetime has brought
untold sorrow to mankind, and



to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in
the dignity and worth of the human person, in
the equal rights of men and women and of
nations large and small, and



to establish conditions under which justice and
respect for the obligations arising from treaties
and other sources of international law can be
maintained, and



to promote social progress and better standards
of life in larger freedom,

And for these Ends


to practice tolerance and live together in peace
with one another as good neighbours, and



to unite our strength to maintain international
peace and security, and



to ensure, by the acceptance of principles and
the institution of methods, that armed force shall
not be used, save in the common interest, and



Charter of the United Nations: Preamble (Poster), 1941-45.
Source: National Archives, ARC Identifier 515901,
http://arcweb.archives.gov/arc/action/ExternalIdSearch?id=515901

to employ international machinery for the

promotion of the economic and social advancement of all peoples,
Have Resolved to Combine our Efforts to Accomplish these Aims
Accordingly, our respective Governments, through representatives assembled in the city of San Francisco, who
have exhibited their full powers found to be in good and due form, have agreed to the present Charter of the
United Nations and do hereby establish an international organization to be known as the United Nations.
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CWA2.1- The United Nations (Page 3 of 3)

The United Nations Fight for Freedom (Poster), 1942-45. Source: National Archives, ARC Identifier
515902, http://arcweb.archives.gov/arc/action/ExternalIdSearch?id=515902
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CWA2.2- NATO and Warsaw Pact
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CWA2.2- NATO and Warsaw Pact
Context: In 1949, the US, Great Britain, France, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands, and Portugal all formed the North American Treaty Organization, or NATO, a military alliance that
sought to “...promote stability and well-being in the North Atlantic Area.” Source: North Atlantic Treaty
Organization, http://www.nato.int/nato_static/assets/pdf/stock_publications/20120822_nato_treaty_en_light_2009.pdf

The North Atlantic Treaty
Washington D.C. - 4 April 1949
The Parties to this Treaty reaffirm their
faith in the purposes and principles of
the Charter of the United Nations and
their desire to live in peace with all
peoples
and
all
governments.
They are determined to safeguard the
freedom, common heritage and
civilisation of their peoples, founded
on the principles of democracy,
individual liberty and the rule of law.
They seek to promote stability and
well-being in the North Atlantic area.
They are resolved to unite their efforts
for collective defence and for the
preservation of peace and security.

The Standing Group of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) Discusses
Military Planning, August 21, 1950. Source: Harry S. Truman Presidential Library and

They therefore agree to this North

Museum, National Archives Accession Number 63-1324-11.

Atlantic Treaty :

http://www.trumanlibrary.org/photographs/displayimage.php?pointer=52430

Article 1: The Parties undertake, as set forth in the Charter of the United Nations, to settle any international
dispute in which they may be involved by peaceful means in such a manner that international peace and
security and justice are not endangered, and to refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of
force in any manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations.
Article 2: The Parties will contribute toward the further development of peaceful and friendly international
relations by strengthening their free institutions, by bringing about a better understanding of the principles
upon which these institutions are founded, and by promoting conditions of stability and well-being. They will
seek to eliminate conflict in their international economic policies and will encourage economic collaboration
between any or all of them.
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CWA2.2- NATO and Warsaw Pact
The North Atlantic Treaty (continued)
Article 3: In order more effectively to achieve the objectives of this Treaty, the Parties, separately and jointly, by
means of continuous and effective self-help and mutual aid, will maintain and develop their individual and
collective capacity to resist armed attack.
Article 4: The Parties will consult together whenever, in the opinion of any of them, the territorial integrity,
political independence or security of any of the Parties is threatened.
Article 5: The Parties agree that an armed attack against one or more of them in Europe or North America shall
be considered an attack against them all and consequently they agree that, if such an armed attack occurs,
each of them, in exercise of the right of individual or collective self-defence recognised by Article 51 of the
Charter of the United Nations, will assist the Party or Parties so attacked by taking forthwith, individually and in
concert with the other Parties, such action as it deems necessary, including the use of armed force, to restore
and maintain the security of the North Atlantic area.
Any such armed attack and all measures taken as a result thereof shall immediately be reported to the Security
Council. Such measures shall be terminated when the Security Council has taken the measures necessary to
restore and maintain international peace and security .

General Dwight Eisenhower and
the Standing Group of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, ca.
1951 Source: Harry S. Truman
Presidential Library and Museum,
National Archives Accession
Number 63-1324-09
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/pho
tographs/displayimage.php?pointe
r=52431
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CWA2.2- NATO and Warsaw Pact
Context: After West Germany joined NATO in 1955, the Soviet Union and its satellite states in Eastern Europe
(Bulgaria, Hungary, East Germany, Poland, Romania, and Czechoslovakia) joined together as their own military
alliance, the Warsaw Pact, signed May 1, 1955. Soviet News first published the text of the Warsaw Pact Treaty
on May 16, 1955. This translated text is excerpted from a copy from the World History Sourcebook,
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1955warsawpact.html.

The Warsaw Pact
TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP, CO-OPERATION
AND MUTUAL ASSISTANCE
…Reaffirming their desire for the organisation
of a system of collective security in Europe,
with the participation of all the European
states, irrespective of their social and state
systems, which would make it possible to
combine their efforts in the interests of
securing peace in Europe,
Taking into consideration at the same time
the situation obtaining in Europe as the
result

of

agreements,

ratification
which

of

provide

the
for

Paris
the

Bundesarchiv, Bild 183-30483-002 / CC-BY-SA, Warsaw Pact Conference, Warsaw
Poland, May 11, 1955. Source: German Federal Archive,
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bundesarchiv_Bild_183-30483002,_Warschau,_Konferenz_Europ%C3%A4ischer_L%C3%A4nder....jpg

formation of a new military grouping in the shape of the "Western European Union" together with a
remilitarised Western Germany, and for the integration of Western Germany in the North Atlantic bloc, which
increases the threat of another war and creates a menace to the national security of the peace-loving states,
Convinced that, under these circumstances, the peace-loving states of Europe should take the necessary
measures for safeguarding their security, and in the interests of maintaining peace in Europe,
Guided by the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter,
In the interests of further strengthening and promoting friendship, co-operation and mutual assistance, in
accordance with the principles of respect for the independence and sovereignty of states, and also with the
principle of noninterference in their internal affairs…
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CWA2.2- NATO and Warsaw Pact
The Warsaw Pact (continued)
Article 1: The contracting parties undertake, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations
Organisation, to refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force, and to settle their
international disputes by peaceful means so as not to endanger international peace and security.
Article 2: The contracting parties declare their readiness to take part, in the spirit of sincere co-operation, in all
international undertakings intended to safeguard international peace and security and they shall use all their
energies for the realisation of these aims.
Moreover, the contracting parties shall work for the adoption, in agreement with other states desiring to cooperate in this matter, of effective measures towards a general reduction of armaments and prohibition of
atomic, hydrogen and other weapons of mass destruction.
Article 3: …They shall take council among themselves immediately, whenever, in the opinion of any of them,
there has arisen the threat of an armed attack on one or several states that are signatories of the treaty, in the
interests of organising their joint defence and of upholding peace and security.
Article 4: In the event of an armed attack in Europe on one or several states that are signatories of the treaty
by any state or group of states, each state that is a party to this treaty shall, in the exercise of the right to
individual or collective self-defence in accordance with Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations
Organisation, render the state or states so attacked immediate assistance, individually and in agreement with
other states that are parties to this treaty, by all the means it may consider necessary, including the use of
armed force. The states that are parties to this treaty shall immediately take council among themselves
concerning the necessary joint measures to be adopted for the purpose of restoring and upholding
international peace and security.
In accordance with the principles of the Charter of the United Nations Organisation, the Security Council shall
be advised of the measures taken on the basis of the present article. These measures shall be stopped as soon
as the Security Council has taken the necessary measures for restoring and upholding international peace and
security-.
Article 5: The contracting parties have agreed on the establishment of a joint command for their armed forces,
which shall be placed, by agreement among these parties, under this command, which shall function on the
basis of jointly defined principles. They shall also take other concerted measures necessary for strengthening
their defense capacity…to provide safeguards against possible aggression.
Article 8: The contracting parties declare that they will act in the spirit of friendship and co-operation with the
object of furthering the development of, and strengthening the economic and cultural relations between them,
adhering to the principles of mutual respect for their independence and sovereignty, and of non-interference in
their internal affairs.
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CWA2.2- NATO and the Warsaw Pact
Directions: Review the following excerpts from the founding treaties of each alliance, which have been organized by topics of discussion. In the
third column, note any major similarities or differences between the two treaties. Finally, answer the following question in no more than 150 words,
using at least three specific quotes from the treaties: Consider the potential impact of these two military alliances on international relations. Will
they expand tensions between countries or will they promote greater peace and stability? Explain.
Topic /
Section
Introduction
to Treaty

NATO

Warsaw Pact

… They are determined to safeguard
the freedom, common heritage and
civilisation of their peoples, founded
on the principles of democracy,
individual liberty and the rule of law.

…Reaffirming their desire for the organisation of a system of collective
security in Europe… in the interests of securing peace in Europe,

They seek to promote stability and
well-being in the North Atlantic area.
They are resolved to unite their
efforts for collective defence and for
the preservation of peace and
security.
How will
they settle
disputes?

The Parties undertake, as set forth in
the Charter of the United Nations, to
settle any international dispute in
which they may be involved by
peaceful means in such a manner
that international peace and security
and justice are not endangered, and
to refrain in their international
relations from the threat or use of
force in any manner inconsistent
with the purposes of the United
Nations. (article 1)

Analysis: Similar or
Different – explain.

Taking into consideration at the same time the … formation of a new
military grouping in the shape of the "Western European Union" together
with a remilitarised Western Germany, and for the integration of Western
Germany in the North Atlantic bloc, which increases the threat of another
war and creates a menace to the national security of the peace-loving
states,
… In the interests of… promoting friendship, co-operation and mutual
assistance, in accordance with the principles of respect for the
independence and sovereignty of states, and also with the principle of
noninterference in their internal affairs,
The contracting parties undertake, in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations Organisation, to refrain in their international relations
from the threat or use of force, and to settle their international disputes
by peaceful means so as not to endanger international peace and
security. (article 1)
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CWA2.2- NATO and the Warsaw Pact
Topic / Section

NATO

Warsaw Pact

How will they
cooperate
economically?

The Parties will contribute toward the further
development of peaceful and friendly international
relations by strengthening their free institutions, by
bringing about a better understanding of the
principles upon which these institutions are
founded, and by promoting conditions of stability
and well-being. They will seek to eliminate conflict
in their international economic policies and will
encourage economic collaboration between any or
all of them. (article 2)
In order more effectively to achieve the objectives
of this Treaty, the Parties, separately and jointly, by
means of continuous and effective self-help and
mutual aid, will maintain and develop their
individual and collective capacity to resist armed
attack. (article 3)

Not specifically addressed

How will they
cooperate
militarily?

What about
nuclear
weapons?

Not specifically addressed

Relationship
with the
Security
Council and
the UN?

… in exercise of the right of individual or collective
self-defence recognised by Article 51 of the Charter
of the United Nations, (article 5)
Any such armed attack …shall immediately be
reported to the Security Council. Such measures
shall be terminated when the Security Council has
taken the measures necessary to restore and
maintain international peace and security. (article 5)

In the event of an armed attack in Europe on one or several
states that are signatories of the treaty by any state or group of
states, each state that is a party to this treaty shall, in the
exercise of the right to individual or collective self-defence …
render the state or states so attacked immediate assistance,
individually and in agreement with other states that are parties
to this treaty, by all the means it may consider necessary,
including the use of armed force. (article 4)
…the contracting parties shall work for the adoption, in
agreement with other states desiring to co-operate in this
matter, of effective measures towards a general reduction of
armaments and prohibition of atomic, hydrogen and other
weapons of mass destruction. (article 2)
…in exercise of the right to individual or collective self-defence
in accordance with Article 51 of the Charter of the United
Nations Organisation. (article 4)
…the Security Council shall be advised of the measures….These
measures shall be stopped as soon as the Security Council has
taken the necessary measures for restoring and upholding
international peace and security. (article 4)
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Analysis: Similar or
Different – explain.

CWA2.3 - The National Security Act of 1947 (Page 1 of 4)
Public Law 253, 80th Congress; Chapter 343, 1st Session; S. 758.
AN ACT
To promote the national security by providing for a Secretary of Defense; for a National Military Establishment;
for a Department of the Army, a Department of the Navy, and a Department of the Air Force; and for the
coordination of the activities of the National Military Establishment with other departments and agencies of the
Government concerned with national security…
TITLE I—COORDINATION FOR NATIONAL SECURITY
National Security Council
Sec. 101 (a) There is hereby established a council to be known as the National Security Council …
The function of the Council shall be to advise the President with respect to the integration of domestic, foreign, and
military policies relating to the national security …
The Council shall be composed of the President; the Secretary of State; the Secretary of Defense…; the Secretary of the
Army…; the Secretary of the Navy; the Secretary of the Air Force…; the Chairman of the National Security Resources
Board….
(b) … the duty of the Council – (1) to assess and appraise the objectives, commitments, and risks of the United States in
relation to our actual and potential military power, in the interest of national security…
Central Intelligence Agency
Sec. 102 (a) There is hereby established under the National Security Council a Central Intelligence Agency with a
Director of Central Intelligence…. The director shall be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate…
(d) …it shall be the duty of the Agency, under the direction of the National Security Council –
(1) to advise the National Security Council in matters concerning such intelligence activities of the Government
departments and agencies as [they] relate to national security;
(3) to correlate and evaluate intelligence relating to national security… Provided, That the Agency shall have no
police, subpoena, law-enforcement powers, or internal-security functions: Provided further, That the
departments and other agencies of the Government shall continue to collect, evaluate, correlate, and
disseminate departmental intelligence: And provided further, That the Director of Central Intelligence shall be
responsible for protecting intelligence sources and methods from unauthorized disclosure;
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CWA2.3-The National Security Act of 1947 (Page 2 of 4)
National Security Resources Board
Sec. 103 (a) There is hereby established a National Security Resources Board….
(c) It shall be the function of the Board to advise the President concerning the coordination of military, industrial, and
civilian mobilization, including – (1) policies concerning industrial and civilian mobilization in order to assure the most
effective mobilization and maximum utilization of the Nation’s manpower in the event of war;
Title II – THE NATIONAL MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT
Sec. 201 (a) There is hereby established the National Military Establishment and the Secretary of Defense shall be the
head thereof. (b) The National Military Establishment shall consist of the Department of the Army, the Department of
the Navy, and the Department of the Air Force…
The Secretary of Defense
Sec. 202 (a) There shall be a Secretary of Defense, who shall be appointed from civilian life by the President, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate…. The Secretary of Defense shall be the principal assistant to the President
in all matters relating to the national security.

[Editor’s note: Congress amended this act multiple times in the years that followed, folding the National Military
Establishment and the National Security Resources Board into the Department of Defense (in 1949), and by 1953,
granting the CIA the power to collect national intelligence information through “human sources and other
appropriate means”].
Excerpted from The National Security Act of 1947, Public Law 80-253, 61 STAT 495. Source: National Archives and Records
Administration, http://research.archives.gov/description/299856. A current version of this law, last amended in January of
2012, can be found here: http://www.house.gov/legcoun/Comps/CIA49.pdf.
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CWA2.3-The National Security Act of 1947 (Page 3 of 4)

The Three World Order
map organizes the world
into three sections – 1st
World (anti-communist),
2nd World (communist),
and 3rd World (former
colonies not yet aligned
with either the US or the
USSR). This division and
ordering of the world
reflects the American
perspective during the
Cold War.
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CWA2.3-The National Security Act of 1947 (Page 4 of 4)
Directions: In groups of three or four, first discuss and then write your answers to the following questions, in order,
using your copy of the Truman Doctrine (CWA1.10), The National Security Act of 1947 (NSA), and the Three World Order
Map. Whenever appropriate, cite actual quotes from the Act to support your answer.
1. The NSA established the Central Intelligence Agency, the National Security Council, and the Secretary of Defense.
What were the goals of each?
Central Intelligence Agency:

National Security Council:

Secretary of Defense:

2. The NSA also centralized the different branches of the military (the army, the navy, and the air force). Why?

3. What restrictions were placed upon the CIA, both in 1947 and in 1953?

4. In your opinion, what section(s) of the National Security Act would most interest the Soviet Union? Why?

5. Consider the Three World Order Map. How might this map and the NSA help American leaders put the Truman
Doctrine into practice?
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CWA2.4 – NSC-68 (page 1 of 6)
Background: On April 14, 1950, the National Security Council sent a report to President Truman, detailing a plan
for containment of Soviet influence. Later known as NSC-68, the plan argued for an aggressive US foreign policy
to combat Soviet dominance in Eastern Europe and communist expansion in the developing world. This excerpt
from NSC – 68 makes a forceful argument in favor of expanding containment by first describing Soviet intentions,
then considering the likely impact of these intentions on American security, and then detailing specific goals to
combat Soviet aggression.
Directions: In pairs or groups of three, first read through each paragraph carefully, organizing the text in the
chart below and defining any unfamiliar terms. Next, discuss the questions that follow each paragraph – making
sure everyone at your table is in agreement. Finally, as a group, be prepared to answer the following question
using specific quotes from the excerpt: “How does NSC-68 support or change the goals of the Truman Doctrine?”
Paragraph #1:
[T]he Soviet Union…is animated by a new fanatic faith, antithetical [in opposition] to our own, and seeks to
impose its absolute authority over the rest of the world. Conflict has, therefore, become endemic [prevalent or
common] and is waged, on the part of the Soviet Union, by violent or non-violent methods in accordance with
the dictates of expediency [what works best]. With the development of increasingly terrifying weapons of mass
destruction, every individual faces the ever-present possibility of annihilation [total destruction] should the
conflict enter the phase of total war…
Condition / Connection

Subjects (Nouns or Verbs or Verb Who or What? / Context
Noun Phrases)
Phrases
The Soviet Union
is animated
by a new fanatic faith,
antithetical [in opposition]
to our own
its absolute authority over
the rest of the world.
has, therefore,
endemic [prevalent or
become
common]
is waged

And

And

in accordance with the dictates of
expediency [what works best].
With the development of increasingly
terrifying weapons of mass destruction

every individual

Faces

the ever-present possibility
of annihilation
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CWA2.4 – NSC-68 (page 2 of 6)

For Discussion:
1. In the first sentence, the author describes the Soviet Union as “animated by a new fanatic faith, antithetical
to our own….”


The term “fanatic faith” is used to describe what Soviet belief?



“Antithetical” means in opposition to. Whose beliefs are in opposition to Soviet “faith”?

2. The paragraph refers to a conflict but only names one side in the conflict – the Soviet Union. Who is the
Soviet Union in conflict with?

3. In the last sentence, the author refers to “weapons of mass destruction”, “total war,” and “annihilation.”
Given what you know about the Cold War and this period of time, what do you think these terms mean,
specifically?

4. In the first two sentences, the report refers to conflict between countries, but in the last sentence, the
subject switches to an individual. Why do you think the authors of the document made this switch?
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CWA2.4 – NSC-68 (page 3 of 6)
Paragraph #2:
In a shrinking world, which now faces the threat of atomic warfare, it is not an adequate objective merely to
seek to check the Kremlin design, for the absence of order among nations is becoming less and less tolerable.
This face imposes on us, in our own interests, the responsibility of world leadership. It demands that we make
the attempt, and accept the risks inherent in it, to bring about order and justice by means consistent with the
principles of freedom and democracy…The seeds of conflicts will inevitably exist or will come into being. To
acknowledge this is only to acknowledge the impossibility of a final solution. Not to acknowledge it can be
fatally dangerous in a world in which there are no final solutions…
Condition / Connection
In a shrinking world, which now faces
the threat of atomic warfare
Merely
For

That
and

Nouns or
Phrases
it

Noun Verbs or Verb Who or What? / Context
Phrases

the absence of order
among nations
It
we

in it

to seek to check
is becoming
demands
Make

the attempt,

to bring about

order and justice

means
consistent
with the principles of
freedom
and
democracy
The

To acknowledge

it

will
inevitably
exist or will
come
into
being.
is
only
to the impossibility of a final
acknowledge
solution.
can be

in a world in which

there are no

this
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CWA2.4 – NSC-68 (page 4 of 6)
For Discussion:
1.

Consider the first sentence: “In a shrinking world, which now faces the threat of atomic warfare, it is
not an adequate objective merely to seek to check the Kremlin design, for the absence of order
among nations is becoming less and less tolerable.”
a. The author uses three words (bolded here) that refer back or forward to specific nouns or
noun phrases. Draw arrows to show what terms these refer to. The first one is done for you.
b. What do you think the phrase “Kremlin design” means? (Hint – where is the Kremlin?)
c. The author argues that it is “not an adequate objective merely to seek to check.” Rewrite this
phrase in your own words. (Note – in this context, the word “check” means restrain. Also be
sure to pay attention to the negative qualifiers “not” and “merely,” which affect meaning).
d. “…for the absence of order among nations is becoming less and less tolerable.” What,
specifically, is not tolerable? To whom is it not tolerable?

2. Reread the second and third sentences: “This face imposes on us, in our own interests, the
responsibility of world leadership. It demands that we make the attempt, and accept the risks
inherent in it, to bring about order and justice by means consistent with the principles of freedom
and democracy…”
a. The bolded “This face,” “It,” and “it” all refer back to a noun phrase in the first sentence.
What are these bolded words referring to?
b. The author refers to “us” and “we” in these sentences. Who is “we” and “us” and why do you
think they personalize this section?
c. The bolded “the attempt” refers to a verb phrase that follows in the same sentence. Draw an
arrow from “the attempt” to the phrase it refers to.
3. Consider the fourth – sixth sentences: “The seeds of conflicts will inevitably exist or will come into
being. To acknowledge this is only to acknowledge the impossibility of a final solution. Not to
acknowledge it can be fatally dangerous in a world in which there are no final solutions…”
a. Define “seeds” and “conflict.” Given those definitions, what do you think the metaphor “seeds
of conflicts” means?
b. Draw an arrow from the bolded words “this” and “it” to the noun phrase they refererence.
c. To whom is the author referring to when he suggests “to acknowledge” and “not to
acknowledge?” In other words, who is being warned?
d. The report warns of a “final solution.” Given the time period, what do you think this means?
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CWA2.4 – NSC-68 (page 5 of 6)
Paragraph #3:
As for the policy of “containment,” it is one which seeks by all means short of war to (1) block further expansion
of Soviet power, (2) expose the falsities of Soviet pretensions, (3) induce a retraction of the Kremlin’s control
and influence, and (4) in general, so foster the seeds of destruction within the Soviet system that the Kremlin is
brought at least to the point of modifying its behavior to conform to generally accepted international
standards.
It was and continues to be cardinal in this policy that we possess superior overall power in ourselves or in
dependable combination with other like-minded nations.
Condition / Connection

Nouns or
Phrases
it

Noun Verbs or Verb Who or What? / Context
Phrases
Is
one which seeks by all
means short of war
to (1) block

to (2) expose

the falsities of Soviet
pretensions

and (4) in general,

so foster

the seeds of destruction
within the Soviet system

that the

is brought

to generally accepted
international standards.
It

was
and
continues to be

we

superior overall power in
ourselves or in dependable
combination with other
like-minded nations.
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CWA2.4 – NSC-68 (page 6 of 6)
For Discussion:
1. Review the section: “As for the policy of “containment,” it is one which seeks by all means short of
war to (1) block further expansion of Soviet power, (2) expose the falsities of Soviet pretensions, (3)
induce a retraction of the Kremlin’s control and influence, and (4) in general, so foster the seeds of
destruction within the Soviet system that the Kremlin is brought at least to the point of modifying its
behavior to conform to generally accepted international standards.
It was and continues to be cardinal in this policy that we possess superior overall power in ourselves
or in dependable combination with other like-minded nations.”
a. The bolded words “it,” “It,” and ”this policy” refer back to what term?
b. Take a look at the verbs in the first sentence – how do they characterize or describe American
plans to deal with the Soviet Union?
c. Reread the last sentence – who are “we” and “like-minded nations” referring to? What do
these countries need to have to be successful?
d. If this policy is successful, how will Soviet behavior change?

NSC-68 and the Truman Doctrine
Instructions: using specific quotes from both the Truman Doctrine and NSC-68, answer the following question in
no more than 200 words: How does NSC-68 support or change the goals of the Truman Doctrine?
In your answer, be sure to:


Clearly define, in your own words, what the Truman Doctrine was and how it hoped to achieve its goals.



Include a minimum of three separate and distinct quotes from NSC-68 to show how the policy would
take the ideas embedded in the Truman Doctrine to shape American foreign policy.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Directions)
Background: The National Security Council “…advises the President with respect to the integration of domestic,
foreign, and military policies relating to the national security …” You staff the Security Council, working for the
Director of National Intelligence, providing needed analysis and recommendations to help shape US foreign
policy and strategic decision-making, as part of the President’s Daily Bulletin. Your latest assignment is to
conduct a selective review of American foreign policy from 1947 – 1965 in order for the President (and the rest
of the Council) to develop an informed answer to the following question: “What foreign policy was the most
effective containment strategy?”
You and your team of analysts have been assigned one policy, action, event, or military engagement. You have
also been provided with a series of classified documents, images, maps, and timelines to bring you quickly up
to speed. (Additional research is also permitted, but please limit your analysis to the requirement section
below). Your assignment is to use these resources to develop two brief reports – one oral and one in writing –
in order to clearly and concisely explain what happened, who was involved, and the outcome of the event.
Each group will take a turn presenting their policy or event to the rest of the Council. When you are not
presenting, you’ll need to pay careful attention to the other groups as your final requirement will be selecting
the most effective strategy and providing specific reasons for your selection.
Requirements:
Each group will need to provide both an oral presentation (3-5 minutes, with visual aids) and written report
(1 page, front and back – enough copies for the whole class). Both reports need to include the following
information: what happened, when, who was involved, outcome, and your analysis – was it an effective example
of containment? Why or why not?
Evaluation:
Each member of the group will be evaluated on the following: their understanding of the event or policy, their
ability to answer questions about the event or policy, and their ability to compare this event with the Truman
Doctrine. The group as a whole will be evaluated on the quality of their presentation, their creativity, clear
writing and speaking, and interaction as a team.
Finally, please note that when you are not presenting, you’ll need to pay careful attention to the other
presentations as each student will individually be responsible for providing a final answer to the question,
“What foreign policy was the most effective containment strategy?” using detailed evidence gleaned from the
individual presentations.
Your team: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Your policy / event / military strategy: _____________________________________________________________________________
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Nuclear Arms Race)
Timeline
1942


US begins work on the Manhattan Project, a research and development effort that produced the first
atomic bombs. As the project moves forward, Soviet spies secretly report on its developments to
Moscow.

Summer, 1945


On July 16, the US detonates the first nuclear device at the Trinity test site in New Mexico.



On July 24, Truman officially briefs Stalin on the development project at the Potsdam Conference.



The US drops two atomic weapons on Japan to end WWII. “Little Boy” was dropped on Hiroshima on
August 6; “Fat Man” was dropped on Nagasaki on August 8.

1946


At its first General Assembly meeting in January, the United Nations forms the United Nations Atomic
Energy Commission, whose stated goal was the elimination of all nuclear weapons.
o

In response, the US proposes the Baruch Plan, which advocated for an international body to
provide oversight. The USSR calls for universal disarmament. Both proposals were rejected by
the UN.



In the summer of 1946, the US government tests two more bombs in the Bikini Atoll in the Pacific.

1949


On August 29, the Soviet Union detonates its first atomic weapon, called RDS-1 by the Soviets, and
both “Fast Lightning” and “Joe-1” (after Joseph Stalin) by the West.

1950


Emil Fuchs was convicted of spying for the Soviet Union. Fuchs confessed and was sentenced to
fourteen years in prison. Fuchs was a German theoretical physicist who became a British citizen during
WWII. After the war, Fuchs worked on the Manhattan Project in New Mexico and passed information
about the development of the hydrogen bomb onto the Soviet Union.



Harry Gold was also convicted as a Soviet spy – Gold served as a courier for Fuchs, helping transport
information from the Manhattan Project to the Soviet Union.

1952


On November 1, the US detonated “Mike,” the first hydrogen bomb.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Nuclear Arms Race)
Timeline (continued)
1953


Soviets detonate their first thermonuclear bomb that could be dropped from an airplane.

1954


On March 1, the US conducts the BRAVO test of a hydrogen bomb, again at Bikini Atoll. The largest
nuclear explosion yet by the US, the bomb yielded 14.8 megatons of destruction, which spread nuclear
fallout up to 300 miles away.

1955


The USSR detonates its first hydrogen bomb on November 22 with a 1.6 megaton yield. By 1961, the
Soviets’ hydrogen bombs had a 58 megaton yield.

1957


The USSR launches Sputnik, a satellite, into Earth’s orbit. Development of this technology
demonstrated that the Soviet Union could not only utilize air bombers to deliver nuclear weapons –
they could launch them across continents. In response, the US launches its own satellite in 1959.



By the late-1950s, both the US and the USSR had the capability of not only launching a first strike
against each other, both could also survive a first strike and launch a response, known as a second
strike. This knowledge provided a sense of security and deterrence for the two superpowers. Known as
Mutually Assured Destruction, or MAD, both sides were reluctant to attack the other because they knew
that their opponent could still surmount a second strike, which would lead to their annihilation. MAD
spurred on the arms race as each side sought to maintain equal or greater capacity for destruction, and
thus assured, paradoxically, their own safety.

1962


In October, the US and the Soviet Union came closest to nuclear war during the Cuban Missile Crisis,
when the Soviet Union sought to secretly place nuclear missiles on Cuban soil, capable of quickly
reaching the territorial United States. President Kennedy responded by blockading Soviet ships sailing
to complete the final installation. As tensions mounted during the crisis, Kennedy increased military
alertness to DEFCON 3, the level just before nuclear war. Thankfully, back door negotiations ended the
crisis. The Soviets agreed to remove the missiles and their bases from Cuba. In response, the US
removed their missiles from Turkey, which threatened the Soviet Union.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Nuclear Arms Race)
Second atomic bombing of Nagasaki, Japan, August 8, 1945. Official US Army Air Force photograph. Source:
Library of Congress, http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/98506956/.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Nuclear Arms Race)
Mushroom cloud with ships below during Operation Crossroads nuclear weapons test on Bikini Atoll, July,
1946. Source: Library of Congress, http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2012648160/
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Nuclear Arms Race)
Little Denise Davidson, 5 months old, sleeps peacefully while her mother, Mrs. Donald Davidson, of 278 Clinton St., Bklyn.,
marches with ban-the-bomb group outside the United Nations to protest resumption of A-[bomb] tests by the United
States / World Telegram & Sun photo by Dick DeMarsico, 1962. Source: Library of Congress,
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/00649688/.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Nuclear Arms Race)
Persons picketing against the use of tax dollars for the development of nuclear weapons] / World-Telegram photo by Fred
Palumbo, March 15, 1950. Source: Library of Congress, http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/95506930/.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Nuclear Arms Race)
Truman's handwriting on the back of a Potsdam photograph describing telling Stalin about the atomic bomb: "In which I
tell Stalin we expect to drop the most powerful explosive ever made on the Japanese. He smiled and said he appreciated
my telling him--but he did not know what I was talking about--the Atomic Bomb! HST". 1945. Source: Harry S. Truman
Presidential Library and Museum, National Archives Accession # 63-1456-46A,

http://www.trumanlibrary.org/photographs/view.php?id=14584.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Nuclear Arms Race)
Scientists’ Petition to the President of the United States, July 17, 1945. Source: Harry S. Truman Presidential Library and
Museum,
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documentdate=1945-0717&documentid=79&studycollectionid=abomb&pagenumber=1.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Nuclear Arms Race, White House Release)
Press Release by the White House, August 6, 1945. Source: Harry S. Truman Presidential Library and Museum,
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?pagenumber=2&docume
ntid=59&documentdate=1945-08-06&studycollectionid=abomb&groupid=.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Nuclear Arms Race, White House Release)

Page 35
Cold War America Lesson #2: The Cold War Abroad
Copyright © 2013, The Regents of the University of California, All Rights Reserved

CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Nuclear Arms Race, Evaluation of Atomic Bomb)
Editor’s Note: The following document is an excerpt from, “Evaluation of the Atomic Bomb as a Military
Weapon,” was a June 30, 1947 report by the Joint Chiefs of Staff Evaluation Board for Operation Crossroads,
the name of the Bikini Atoll tests. The report was prepared for President Truman and is part of the President’s
Secretary Collection at the Harry S. Truman Presidential Library and Museum,
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?pagenumber=1&docu
mentdate=1947-06-30&documentid=81&studycollectionid=abomb.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Nuclear Arms Race, Evaluation of Atomic Bomb)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Nuclear Arms Race, Evaluation of Atomic Bomb)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Nuclear Arms Race, Evaluation of Atomic Bomb)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Nuclear Arms Race, Reaction to Sputnik)
Reaction to the Soviet Satelllite (Sputnik) – A Preliminary Evaluation, 1957. White House Office of the Staff Research
Group, Box 35, Special Projects: Sputnik, Missiles and Related Matters. Source: Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library
and Museum, http://www.eisenhower.archives.gov/research/online_documents/sputnik/Reaction.pdf.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Nuclear Arms Race, Reaction to Sputnik)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Nuclear Arms Race)
Director of Central Intelligence R.H. Hillenkoetter, memorandum to the President, "Estimate of the Status of the Russian
Atomic Energy Project," 6 July 1948, Top Secret. Source: Harry S. Truman Library, Presidents Secretary's File, box 249,
Central Intelligence-Memoranda 1945-1948 (copy courtesy of Jeffrey Richelson). Online access: National Security Archive
at George Washington University: http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/nukevault/ebb286/doc03.PDF.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Italy)
Timeline
1946




After the end of WWII, Italy becomes a republic, under the leadership of Alcide De Gasperi.
De Gasperi leads a coalition government composed of the Christian Democratic Party (De Gasperi’s
party, or the DC), the Italian Communist Party (PCI), and the Italian Socialist Party (PSI).

1947


DeGasperi’s coalition weakens; US intelligence reports call for increased support of DeGasperi’s
leadership to balance increasing support of the Communist Party by the Soviet Union.



DeGasperi forces PCI and PSI out of power; the ousted leaders of the Italian left threaten civil war in
response.

1948


On February 25, Communists seize power in nearby Czechoslovakia, with Soviet backing. American
leadership fears similar fate for Italy, especially after learning of Soviet support for Italian Communist
movement.



US gives millions in aid to Christian Democratic Party to pay for campaign expenses and media.



On April 18, Christian Democrats win Italian election easily and proceed to establish a new government
without Communist membership.

Page 43
Cold War America Lesson #2: The Cold War Abroad
Copyright © 2013, The Regents of the University of California, All Rights Reserved

CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Italy)
Source: The World Factbook, Central Intelligence Agency, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-worldfactbook/geos/it.html
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Italy)
Editor’s note: the following document is excerpted from the CIA’s Weekly Summary report of September 12, 1947. Source:
Central Intelligence Agency, https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the-study-of-intelligence/csi-publications/books-andmonographs/assessing-the-soviet-threat-the-early-cold-war-years/5563bod1.pdf
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Italy)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea)
Timeline
1910:


Korea annexed by Japan as a colony.

1945:


At the Potsdam Conference, Allied
leaders agree to divide Korea in half,
with the Soviet Union overseeing the
North and the US overseeing the South.

1948:


Soviet troops leave the Korean peninsula,
leaving Kim Il-sung as leader over the
communist northern part of Korea, the
Korean People’s Republic (KPR),

1949:


American troops leave the Korean
peninsula, Pro-American Syngman Rhee
served as the leader of the Republic of
Korea (ROK) in the southern part of the
peninsula. (map #1)

June 25, 1950:


North Korean troops cross the 38th
Parallel in an invasion of South Korea.
(map #1) Il-sung had the use of Sovietbuilt weaponry, and over 90,000 troops.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea – Part I)
Timeline (continued)
June 28, 1950:


Seoul, the capitol of South Korea, falls to
northern forces.



In response, the United Nations passed a
resolution recommending that “members
of the United Nations furnish such
assistance to the Republic of Korea as
may be necessary to repel the armed
attack and to restore international peace
and security to the area.”



The KPR, meanwhile, had the support of
China, a communist neighbor to the
north, by way of weaponry, money, and
military personnel.

June 30, 1950:


President Truman announces that he had
“authorized the United States Air Force to
conduct missions on specific military
targets in Northern Korea [and] a naval
blockade of the entire Korean coast.”
Truman also explained that “General
MacArthur has been authorized to use
certain supporting ground units.”



North Korean forces had advanced all the
way to the southeast corner of the
Korean peninsula. (map #2)

September, 1950:


Resisting defeat, General Douglas MacArthur (the US leader of UN forces) planned an amphibious
invasion at the Port of Inchon in September and changed the tide of the war.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea)
Fall, 1950


In September, American/UN forces recaptured control of Seoul by the end of the month, and then
pushed north to invade the KPR. (map #3)



In October they seized the capital, Pyongyang. (map #4)



In November China intervened and sent troops to attack UN forces in North Korea. China had warned
the UN that they would oppose the establishment of an American-allied Korea on its southern border,
and acted to prevent the destruction of the KPR.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea)
Timeline (continued)
Winter and Spring, 1951:



In January, American/UN forces evacuated Seoul as
Chinese and North Korean forces pushed further south.
(map #5)



In March, American/UN forces reclaimed Seoul after a
series of successful counter-offensive measures, and
pushed forward to the 38th Parallel.



By the end of April, American/UN forces had inflicted
heavy casualties on the Chinese and North Koreans

July, 1951:


The first armistice negotiations begin, with the 38th Parallel as
the proposed boundary between the two countries.

August, 1951 – July, 1953:


This period is generally referred to as a stalemate.

Occasional offensives occurred during these two years, with little
exchange of territory and each side weighing the heavy costs of
the war.
July, 1953:


The final armistice was signed, with the 38th Parallel still

standing as the boundary between North and South Korea. (map
#6). A demilitarized zone still exists today on either side of the
boundary.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea)
Correspondence Between
South Korean leader Syngman
Rhee and Harry S. Truman,
With Related
Material, February 7, 1949.
Official File, Truman Papers.
Source: the Harry S. Truman
Library,
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/
whistlestop/study_collections/
koreanwar/documents/index.
php?pagenumber=5&docume
ntdate=1949-0207&documentid=kr-2-8
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea, CIA S. Korea Analysis)
Editor’s Note: The following excerpt is from a report to President Truman from the CIA detailing the agency’s
analysis of communist infiltration into South Korea. It was done before the war started. Source: Harry S.
Truman Library, http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/korea/large/documents/pdfs/kr-86.pdf#zoom=100
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea, CIA S. Korea Analysis)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea, CIA S. Korea Analysis)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea, CIA S. Korea Analysis)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea, NSC 8/2)
Editor’s Note: The following is an excerpt from a report on Korea from the National Security Council to
President Truman. The report was prepared more than a year before North Korea invaded South Korea.
Source: Harry S. Truman Library,
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/korea/large/documents/pdfs/kr-78.pdf#zoom=100
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea, NSC 8/2)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea, NSC 8/2)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea, NSC 8/2)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea, NSC 8/2)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea, Aquino Letter)
Editor’s Note: The following is a letter from an ordinary woman, Carolyn Aquino, to President Truman, June 28,
1950. Source: Harry S. Truman Library,
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/koreanwar/documents/index.php?documentdate=195006-28&documentid=ki-11-1&pagenumber=1
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea, Truman Notes)
Editor’s Note: The following is a hand-written note by President Harry S. Truman, June 30, 1950.
Harry S. Truman Library,
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/korea/large/documents/pdfs/ma-22.pdf#zoom=100
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Source:

CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea, Stalin Interview)
Editor’s Notes: In February of 1951, Soviet Premier Joseph Stalin was interviewed by a Pravda correspondent,
asked specifically about the UN’s involvement in Korea. His remarks were published in Soviet News. An excerpt
from that interview follows:
“The United Nations Organization, which was created as a
bulwark for keeping peace, has been transformed into an
instrument of war, a means to unleash a new world war. The
aggressive core of the United Nations Organization have
formed the aggressive North Atlantic pact from ten member
states (the USA., England, France, Belgium, Canada, Holland,
Luxemburg, Denmark, Norway, Iceland) and twenty LatinAmerican countries…
Thus, the United Nations Organization, from being a world
organization of nations with equal rights, has changed into an
instrument of a war of aggression. In reality, the United
Nations Organization is now not so much a world
organization as an organization for the Americans and treats
American aggression as acceptable.
…in the United States of America, in England and also in
France, there are aggressive powers that long for a new war.
They need war to achieve super-profits and to plunder other
countries. These are the billionaires and millionaires that
Joseph Stalin, Secretary-general of the Communist

regard war as a fountain of revenue, that brings colossal

party of Soviet Russia, 1942. Source: Farm Security

profits.

Administration, the Library of Congress,
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/owi2001045684/PP
/

They, the aggressive powers, hold the reactionary

governments in their hands and guide them. But at the same time they are afraid of their people who do not
want a new war and are for the keeping of peace. Therefore they take the trouble of using the reactionary
governments to ensnare their people with lies, to deceive them, to represent a new war as a war of defense,
and the peaceful politics of peace-loving countries as aggressive. They take the trouble to deceive the people,
to force them and draw them into a new war with their aggressive plans.”
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea)
Douglas MacArthur at the front
lines above Suwon, Korea,
accompanied by Courtney
Whitney, Matthew B. Ridgway,
William B. Kean, and others,
January 28, 1951. Source: Library
of Congress,
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item
/2003655442/
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea)

SC346078 - Pfc. Letcher V. Gardner
(Montgomery, Iowa), Co D, 8th
Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division, fires on
an emplacement of the Communistled North Koreans, along the Naktong
River, near Chingu. 13 August
1950. Korea.
Signal Corps Photo #8A/FEC-50-6133
(Meyers). Source: US Army,
http://www.history.army.mil/photos/K
orea/kor1950/kor1950.htm.

Page 65
Cold War America Lesson #2: The Cold War Abroad
Copyright © 2013, The Regents of the University of California, All Rights Reserved

CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea)

SC382567 - KOREAN CONFLICT
Showing the entrance to his
bunker at the edge of crater
caused by an enemy mortar shell
is Corporal George C. Brown,
Boston, Massachusetts, Company
L, 3rd Battalion, 7th Cavalry
Regiment, 1st US Cavalry
Division. 17 October 1951. Korea.
Signal Corps Photo #8A/FEC-5137983 (Davis). Source: US Army,
http://www.history.army.mil/pho
tos/Korea/kor1951/kor1951.htm
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea)

With her brother on her back a war
weary Korean girl tiredly trudges
by a stalled M-26 tank, at Haengju,
Korea., 06/09/1951
Item from Record Group 80:
General Records of the
Department of the Navy, 1804 –
1983. Source: National Archives,

http://www.archives.gov/globalpages/largerimage.html?i=/research/military/k
orean-war/images/girl-with-babyl.jpg&c=/research/military/korean
-war/images/girl-withbaby.caption.html
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea, Directive to UN Commander)
Editor’s Note: The following is a directive for President Truman to assign to the Commander of the United
Nations Forces in Korea, prepared by Secretary of Defense George C. Marshall, September 27, 1950. Source:
Harry S. Truman Library,
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/korea/large/documents/pdfs/ki-183.pdf#zoom=100.

Page 68
Cold War America Lesson #2: The Cold War Abroad
Copyright © 2013, The Regents of the University of California, All Rights Reserved

CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea, Directive to UN Commander)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea, MacArthur’s Korea Statement)
Editor’s Note: The following is copy of remarks made by General Douglas MacArthur to the New York Times,
March 25, 1951. Source: President’s Secretary Files, Harry S. Truman Library,
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/koreanwar/documents/index.php?pagenumber=1
&documentdate=1950-12-15&documentid=kp-2-8
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea, Intelligence Report)
Editor’s Note: The following is a memo from the Department of State’s Office of Intelligence Research,
Intelligence Report 5775, January 20, 1952 Source: Harry S. Truman Library,
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/koreanwar/documents/index.php?pagenumber=1
&documentdate=1952-01-30&documentid=kp-3-3
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Korea – Part II, Intelligence Report)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Iran)
Timeline:
1935:


1951:







The Anglo Persian Oil Company, Ltd. (APOC) was formed to export oil from Iranian fields. (APOC was
later renamed the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company (AIOC - 1935), and ultimately, British Petroleum (1954).
In 1950, the company owned the largest oil refinery in the world, in Abadan, Iran. From 1914 – 1977,
the British government owned the majority of the company.

Mohammed Mossadeq (Mossadegh), the head of Iran’s Oil Committee, became Premier of Iran on
April 28.
Once elected, Mossadeq led a political movement to nationalize Iran’s oil fields. Nationalizing the oil
fields would take ownership away from the AIOC and give it to the Iranian Government.
Mossadeq’s plan, which he argued would end poverty in Iran, was opposed by the AIOC and the British
and American governments, who felt this involuntary transfer of ownership (and thus profits) was an
illegal theft of private property that threatened their economic security by restricting their access to
needed oil. The west also believed that Mossadeq’s actions demonstrated communist sympathy.
The Shah of Iran signed the official documentation nationalizing Iranian oil fields on May 2.
British oil workers leave Iran; American and British governments proclaim boycott of Iranian oil. As a
result, the Iranian oil industry comes to a standstill.

1952:
 By July, the oil boycott had seriously weakened the Iranian economy and hurt Mossadeq’s popularity.
Violent demonstrations take place in Tehran, Iran’s capital.
 Mossedeq issues a statement severing ties with the British government.
1953:
 The Central Intelligence Agency and MI6 (the British Intelligence Agency or Secret Intelligence Service –
SIS) secretly work with the Iranian military to overthrow the Mossadeq regime and return the Shah [the
former ruler who would be friendly to British oil interests] to power, in the hopes of securing a friendly
ally in this important region. The Shah returns to power.
1954:
 Dispute over control of the oil industry is resolved, with the creation of the Iranian National Oil
Company, which took over the industry.
1979:
 Iranian Revolution, or Islamic Revolution of Iran, overthrows the Shah that had supported western
interests and instates a theocratic nationalist government that sought to remove western influence from
the nation.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Iran)



Iranian soldiers surround the Parliament building in Tehran. Presumably August 19, 1953. CHN Archives
of Iran's Cultural Heritage Organization. Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:28mordad1332.jpg
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Iran)

Iranian Prime Minister
Mohammed Mussedegh
(Mossedeq) being greeted by US
Secretary of State Dean
Acheson, circa 1951. Source:
Harry S. Truman Presidential
Museum and Library, National
Archives. Accession number 668005,
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/ph
otographs/displayimage.php?po
inter=3229
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Iran)

Pro-Mossadeq
Demonstration.
1951-53.
Photographer:
Nasser-Sadeghi.
Source:
http://commons.wi
kimedia.org/wiki/Fil
e:Pro-mossadeqdemonst-2.jpg.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Iran)

Pro-Mossadeq
Demonstration in
Tehran, 1952.
Photographer:
unknown. Source:
http://commons.wi
kimedia.org/wiki/Fil
e:Pro-mosadeq1952.jpg
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Iran)

Photograph of President
Harry Truman with the
Shah of Iran in the Oval
Office, ca., 11/18/1949.
Photographer: Abbie
Rowe. Source: National
Archives, ARC Identifier
200151:
http://arcweb.archives.gov/ar
c/action/ExternalIdSearch?id=
2001511952.jpg
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Iran, TPAJAX, page 1 of 8)
Editors note: The outline that follows details a secret CIA and SIS plot to overthrow Iranian leader Mohammed
Mossadeq, called TPAJAX. The document has been excerpted here. To read the full text, visit the NSA Archive
at George Washington University, http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/.
Terms:
“CIA” = US Central Intelligence
Agency
“Coup” = also known as a coup
d'état, overthrow of a government

“Henderson” = Loy W. Henderson,
American ambassador to Iran,
1951-54
“Majlies” = lower house of Iranian
Parliament
“Shah”= Mohammad Reza Pahlavi,
Shah (King) of Iran, 1941 – 1979
“SIS” = British Secret Intelligence
Service, also known as MI6 (Military
Intelligence, Section 6)
“Tudeh” = Iranian communist party
“Zahedi” = Fazlollah Zahedi, an
Iranian General who was appointed
by the Shah of Iran as prime
minister after Mossasdeq was
deposed.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Iran, TPAJAX, page 2 of 8)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Iran, TPAJAX, page 3 of 8)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Iran, TPAJAX, page 4 of 8)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Iran, TPAJAX, page 5 of 8)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Iran, TPAJAX, page 6 of 8)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Iran, TPAJAX, page 7 of 8)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Iran, TPAJAX, page 8 of 8)

Page 86
Cold War America Lesson #2: The Cold War Abroad
Copyright © 2013, The Regents of the University of California, All Rights Reserved

CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Iran, NSC 136, page 1 of 4)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Iran, NSC 136, page 2 of 4)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Iran, NSC 136, page 3 of 4)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Iran, NSC 136, page 4 of 4)
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Iran, Map of Iran)
Source: The World Factbook, Central Intelligence Agency, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-worldfactbook/geos/ir.html
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Guatemala)
Timeline
1931:


Jorge Ubico is elected president of Guatemala. A dictator and fascist, Ubico protects and promote the
interests of American businesses and the American military. The largest US business was the United
Fruit Company; Ubico gave them large plots of public land and exempted them from paying taxes.

1944-1949:


Ubico resigns from office after a general strike and popular uprising. Although Ubico was no longer in
power, the new leader, General Federico Ponce Vaides, took his orders from the former dictator.



Popular uprisings continue, resulting in the October Revolution of 1944, which brings to power a junta
led by Colonel Jacobo Árbenz Guzman Bermejo (hereafter referred to as Árbenz), Major Francisco Javier
Arana, and a lawyer Jorge Toriello, who promised elections by the end of the year.



Juan José Arévalo elected president, with 85% of the vote. Arévalo makes some changes, but they are
not enough for the rural poor and American business and military interests. Coups are attempted.



Árbenz is appointed as Minister of Defense, which limits Arana’s power.

1950:


Árbenz is elected President of Guatemala, winning in a landslide.



Once in office, Arbenz encourages workers to organize into labor unions; Communist influence grows in
labor unions and among peasant groups, as well as in Árbenz’ government. United Fruit Company
warns US government of growing communist influence.

1952:


Árbenz signs an agrarian reform bill, Decree 900, which redistributes land ownership by taking
unfarmed land from any estate (owned by both individual families and businesses) more than 672 acres
in size and distributing it to individual families. The government paid the original land owners the
amount of money the property was worth, according to the 1952 tax assessments. The program ran for
18 months, redistributing 1,500,000 acres to 100,000 families. Under the new law, 71% of the land
owned by American-owned United Fruit Company was scheduled to be re-distributed.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Guatemala)
Timeline (cont.)
1953-54:


The Guatemalan Supreme Court rules Decree
90 unconstitutional. The Guatemalan Congress,
with Árbenz’ encouragement, impeaches the
judges.



President Eisenhower becomes increasingly
convinced that Árbenz is sympathetic to
Communists in the Soviet Union. Eisenhower
authorizes the CIA to isolate, weaken, and
ultimately force Árbenz out of office. Codenamed PBSUCCESS, the plot includes the secret
invasion of exiled Guatemalans, led by Colonel
Carlos Castillo Armas, who took power after the
successful coup d’état. Armas restores
American property rights and ends other
Árbenz reforms.

[Dwight D. Eisenhower, three-quarter length portrait,
seated, facing front] / Fabian Bachrach, photographer, c.
1952. Source: Library of
Congress, http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/93511989/
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Guatemala)
Editor’s Note: The following excerpt is from the Statement of John C. Drier, US government representative
speaking about Communist threat in Guatemala, August 1954. Source: US Department of State. “The
Guatemalan Problem before the OAS Council.” In Intervention of International Communism in Guatemala.
Department of State Publication 5556, Inter-American Series 48. Released August 1954, pp. 25-30. Washington,
D.C.: GPO, 1954.
“The Republics of America are faced at this time with a serious
threat to their peace and independence. Throughout the
world the aggressive forces of Soviet Communist imperialism
are exerting a relentless pressure upon all free nations. Since
1939, 15 once free nations have fallen prey to the forces
directed by the Kremlin. Hundreds of millions of people in
Europe and Asia have been pressed into the slavery of the
Communist totalitarian state. Subversion, civil violence, and
open warfare are the proven methods of this aggressive force
in its ruthless striving for world domination….
There is no doubt… that it is the declared policy of the
American States that the establishment of a government
dominated by the international Communist movement in
America would constitute a grave danger to all our American
Republics and that steps must be taken to prevent any such
eventuality….”

John Foster Dulles speaking at microphone, 1958.
(Dulles served as US Secretary of State from 19531958.) Warren Leffler, photographer.
Source: Library of Congress,
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2011660831/

“It is the international Communist organization controlled in
the Kremlin which has created the present danger… We are
confident that the international Communist movement holds
no real appeal for the peoples of America and can only
subdue them if allowed to pursue its violent and deceitful
methods unchecked. Having read the tragic history of other
nations seduced by Communist promises into a slavery from
which they later could not escape, we wish to leave no stone
unturned, no effort unexerted, to prevent the complete
subordination of one of our member states to Soviet
Communist imperialism. For when one state has fallen history
shows that another will soon come under attack.”
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Guatemala)
Source: The World Factbook, Central Intelligence Agency, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-worldfactbook/geos/gt.html
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Guatemala, CIA Analysis)
Editor’s note: the date of the following CIA analysis of the “Present Situation in Guatemala” is unclear because scanning
cut off the right margin of the document, but is estimated to be sometime between 1951 and 1954. It was declassified in
2006. Source: Central Intelligence Agency, Freedom of Information Act electronic reading room collection,
http://www.foia.cia.gov/sites/default/files/document_conversions/5829/CIA-RDP80R01731R001700140004-9.pdf.
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Guatemala)
Editor’s Note: the following excerpt is taken from an interview with Luis Cardoza y Aragon, Guatemala’s
defense minister under President Arbenz. Source: Luis Cardoza y Aragon, “Interview: The Revolution of ’44-54:
A Reappraisal.” In Guatemala, eds. Susanne Jonas and David Tobis. Copyright 1974 by the North American
Congress on Latin America, 475 Riverside Dr., 454 New York, N.Y. 10115-0122.
With respect to my Guatemala, the key factor, decisively and definitely, is summed up totally in North American
Imperialism…. It was civil progress rather than revolution… that commenced with Arevalo and his labor laws,
social security, something (not much) in education, public health…
The formation of the PGT [Guatemalan Labor Party, i.e., Communist Party] leadership was itself improvised,
made up of manual workers; the truth is, there were no communists among them….
And even if there had been a real Communist Party, or if Arbenz’ government had been communist (both
impossible in 1944-54), they would never have posed the least threat to the United States. Apart from the right
of a people to have the government it wishes, etc., the fact is that Arbenz’ government was a soft nationalist
model (none of the laws, including the agrarian reform, were more than moderate). But to people like Nixon
and McCarthy, it was still a bad example on the continent. The US (North American imperialism) squashed a
little butterfly that wished to fly a little more freely within the capitalist system, and to emerge from a barbaric,
inhumane situation to better living conditions for its people, of all classes….
Keep in mind what sort of beasts Dulles and Eisenhower had to be to destroy a stammer of freedom in a very
small, very backward country, which in no way could endanger anyone. That bestiality has to e seen in the
clearest perspective, above all else….
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Guatemala)
Editor’s Note: the following excerpt is from George F. Kennan, “Memorandum by the Counselor of the
Department (Kennan) to the Secretary of State,” March, 1950. US Department of State. Foreign Relations of the
United States, 1950, 2: The United Nations, the Western Hemisphere, “Memorandum by the Counselor of the
Department (Kennan) to the Secretary of State,” 29 March 1950, pp. 598-624. Washington, D.,C.: GPO, 1976.

. . .Our relationship to Latin America occupies a vitally important place in our effort to achieve, within the noncommunist world in general, a system of international relationships, political and economic, reasonably
adequate to the demands of this post-war era, and henceforth qualified to serve as a rebuttal of the Russian
challenge to our right to exist as a great and leading world power….
The military significance to us of the Latin American countires lies today rather in the extent to which we may
be dependent upon them for mat erials essential to the prosecution of a war, and more importantly in the
extent to which the attitudes of the Latin American peoples may influence the general political trend in the
international community….
It seems to me unlikely that there could be any other region of the earth in which nature and human behavior
could have combined to produce a more unhappy and hopeless background for the conduct of human life
than in Latin America.
As for nature, one is struck at once with the way in which South America is the reverse of our own North
American continent from the standpoint of its merits as a human habitat….
It is true that most of the people who go by the name of “communist” in Latin America are somewhat different
species than in Europe. Their bond with MosCWA is tenuous and indirect…. Many of them are little aware of its
reality. For this reason… they sometimes have little resemblance to the highly disciplined communists of
Europe, and are less conscious of their status as the tools of MosCWA. The MosCWA leaders, we may be sure,
must view them with a mixture of amusement, contempt, and anxiety….
Our problem then, is to create, where such do not already exist, incentives which will impel the governments
and societies of the Latin American countries to resist communist pressures, and to assist them and spur them
on in their efforts, where the incentives are already present….
[A]s of today, the protection of US investments in Latin America rests predominantly on the self-interest of the
governing groups in the Latin American countries and on the ability of the American owners to enlist that selfinterest through the judicious use of their financial power, where it does not exist from other causes. In many
instances, bribery may be said to have replaced diplomatic intervention as the main protection of private
capital; and the best sanction of its continued operation lies in the corruptibility, rather than the enlightenment
of the local regimes…
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CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Guatemala, CIA to Dept. of Defense)
Editor’s note: The following 1953 CIA memo to the Department of Defense was declassified in 2003. Source: Central
Intelligence Agency, Freedom of Information Act electronic reading room collection,

http://www.foia.cia.gov/sites/default/files/document_conversions/89801/DOC_0000914747.pdf
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Timeline
WWII (1939-45)


In 1940, Hungary joined Germany, Italy, Romania, Bulgaria, and Japan as part of the Axis fighting the
Allies.



In 1945, German and Hungarian forces defeated by invading Soviet forces.

1945


Soviet army occupies Hungary.



The Hungarian Communist Party gains control of government.



The Communist Party expands its control through the Hungarian State Security Police, or ÁVH. The
ÁVH used intimidation, imprisonment, and torture to oppress its opponents and the Hungarian people.

1949


The country is renamed the People’s Republic of Hungary to highlight its Communist identity.



Hungary signs an economic treaty with the Soviet Union, the ComEcon, which provides for economic
cooperation, and gives the USSR access to internal Hungarian politics.

1950-52


The ÁVH relocates thousands of people to take their property and housing for members of the
communist leadership and to quell discontent of intellectuals and elites. Many of those relocated were
arrested, tortured, imprisoned, or executed.



Mátyás Rákosi, General Secretary of the Hungarian Communist Party launches Five-Year Plans, based
upon Stalin’s Soviet model, to rapidly industrialize Hungary’s economy and agriculture. This effort
failed in part because many Hungarian resources were shipped to the Soviet Union.



The Hungarian standard of living falls during this period; food is rationed.

1953


On March 3, Stalin dies. Many communist countries in the Soviet sphere begin moderate reforms.



Imre Nagy, a reformer, replaces Rákosi, but Rákosi stays on as General Secretary, able to limit many of
Nagy’s reforms.

1955


On May 14, the Soviet Union creates Warsaw Pact. An expansion of ComEcon’s economic alliance, the
Warsaw Pact serves as a military and political alliance between the Soviet Union and its satellites in
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Timeline (continued)
Central and Eastern Europe. The Warsaw Pact is created in response to West Germany’s inclusion in
NATO, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, the American-led military alliance formed in 1954 that
also included Great Britain, France, Canada, and other western European countries.
1956


In February, Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev gives a “secret speech,” denouncing Stalin’s harsh reign
as Soviet leader.



On July 18, Rákosi is replaced by Ernő Gerő.



In the summer of 1956, students and journalists hold a series of public meetings to seek reforms.

October 23, 1956


A crowd of 200,000 largely peaceful protestors meet next to the statue of József Bem, a national hero.



Gerő condemns protest, but rebellion grows, later bringing down a statue of Stalin. The ÁVH first uses
tear gas, and then shoots some protestors, who respond violently.



Gerő asks for Soviet intervention to support Hungarian government.

October 24 - 28, 1956


Soviet tanks and troops enter Budapest and clash with protestors.



Hungarian government collapses; Gerő flees to the Soviet Union.



Imre Nagy becomes Prime Minister and calls for an end to violence and further political reform.

October 28 – 31


Fighting reduces after a agreement is achieved on October 28; Soviet military begins withdrawal.

November 1


Nagy makes radio address declaring Hungary’s neutrality and withdraws from the Warsaw Pact.



Nagy releases many political prisoners and allows previously banned political parties to return.

November 4


Soviet tanks return to Budapest to crush Hungarian uprising.



Nagy asks anti-communist western powers for help; the international community doesn’t respond,
although US Secretary of State Dulles calls for a meeting of the United Nations’ Security Council.



Nagy is captured by Soviet troops and executed two years later.



Thousands of Hungarians are arrested, imprisoned, and hundreds executed for the rebellion.
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A Soviet tank attempts to clear a road barricade in Budapest, Hungary. October 1956. Source: Central Intelligence Agency booklet "CIA Analysis of
the Warsaw Pact Forces: The Importance of Clandestine Reporting," www.cia.gov/library/publications/historical-collection-publications.
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Editor’s Note: the following Clandestine Services History document was written in 1958, as a CIA-review of its intelligence
collection activities during the Hungarian uprising of 1956. It was declassified in 2005, but some sections of the document
remain redacted, purposely hidden for national security reasons. The redacted document, in its entirety, can be found at
the National Security Archives at George Washington University,

http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB206/CSH_Hungarian_Revolution_Vol1.pdf.
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Editor’s Note: The United Nations published this resolution, written by Hungarian students in 1956, the Report of the Special Committee
on the Problem of Hungary, UN General Assembly, Official Records: Eleventh Session, Supplement No. 18 (A/3592). The copy below was
secured from the World History Sourcebook, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1956hungary-16points.html.

Sixteen Political, Economic, and Ideological Points, Budapest, October 22, 1956
RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT PLENARY MEETING OF THE BUILDING INDUSTRY TECHNOLOGY UNIVERSITY'
Students of Budapest!
The following resolution was born on 22 October 1956, at the dawn of a new period in Hungarian history, in
the Hall of the Building Industry Technological University as a result of the spontaneous movement of several
thousand of the Hungarian youth who love their Fatherland:
(1) We demand the immediate withdrawal of all Soviet troops in accordance with the provisions of the Peace
Treaty.
(2) We demand the election of new leaders in the Hungarian Workers' Party on the low, medium and high
levels by secret ballot from the ranks upwards. These leaders should convene the Party Congress within the
shortest possible time and should elect a new central body of leaders.
(3) The Government should be reconstituted under the leadership of Comrade Imre Nagy; all criminal leaders
of the Stalinist-Rdkosi era should be relieved of their posts at once.
(4) We demand a public trial in the criminal case of Milidly Farkas and his accomplices. Mdty-ds Rdkosi, who is
primarily responsible for all the crimes of the recent past and for the ruin of this country, should be brought
home and brought before a People's Court of judgment.
(5) We demand general elections in this country, with universal suffrage, secret ballot and the participation of
several Parties for the purpose of electing a new National Assembly. We demand that the workers should have
the right to strike.
(6) We demand a re-examination and re-adjustment of Hungarian-Sovict and Hungarian-Yugoslav political,
economic and intellectual relations on the basis of complete political and economic equality and of
non~intervention in each other's internal affairs.
(7) We demand the re-organization of the entire economic life of Hungary, with the assistance of specialists.
Our whole economic system based on planned economy should be re-examined with an eve to Hungarian
conditions and to the vital interests of the Hungarian people.
(8) Our foreign trade agreements and the real figures in respect of reparations that can never be paid should
be made public. We demand frank and sincere information concerning the country's uranium deposits, their
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exploitation and the Russian concession. We demand that Hungary should have the right to sell the uranium
ore freely at world market prices in exchange for hard currency.
(9) We demand the complete revision of norms in industry and an urgent and radical adjustment of wages to
meet the demands of workers and intellectuals. We demand that minimum living wages for workers should be
fixed.
(10) We demand that the delivery system should be placed on a new basis and that produce should be used
rationally. We demand equal treat ment of peasants farming individually.
(11) We demand the re-examination of all political and economic trials by independent courts and the release
and rehabilitation of innocent persons. We demand the immediate repatriation of prisoners-of-war and of
civilians deported to the Soviet Union, including prisoners who have been condemned beyond the frontiers of
Hungary.
(12) We demand complete freedom of opinion and expression, freedom of the Press and a free Radio, as well
as a new daily newspaper of large circulation for the MEFESZ [League of Hungarian University and College
Student Associations] organization. We demand that the existing 'screening material' should be made public
and destroyed.
(13) We demand that the Stalin statue-the symbol of Stalinist tyranny and political oppression-should be
removed as quickly as possible and that a memorial worthy of the freedom fighters and martyrs of 184849 should be erected on its site.
(14) In place of the existing coat of arms, which is foreign to the Hungarian people, we wish the re-introduction
of the old Hungarian Kossuth arms. We demand for the Hungarian Army new uniforms worthy of our national
traditions. We demand that 15 March should be a national holiday and a non~working day and that 6 October
should be a day of national mourning and a school holiday..
(15) The youth of the Technological University of Budapest unanimously express their complete solidarity with
the Polish and Warsaw workers and youth in connexion with the Polish national independence movement.
(16) The students of the Building Industry Technological University will organize local units of MEFESZ as
quickly as possible, and have resolved to convene a Youth Parliament in Budapest for the 27th of this month
(Saturday) at which the entire youth of this country will be represented by their delegates. The students of the
Technological University and of the various other Universities will gather in the Gorkij Fasor before the Writers'
Union Headquarters tomorrow, the 23rd. of this month, at 2.30 P.m., whence they will proceed to the Pálffy Tér
(Bern Ter) to the Bern statue, on which they will lay wreaths in sign of their sympathy with the Polish freedom
movement. The workers of the factories are invited to join in this procession.
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Editor’s Note: The following statement by the Soviet Union was first published in the Department of State Bulletin,
November 12, 1956. The excerpt below was secured from the World History Sourcebook,
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/1956hungary.asp.

Statement of the Soviet Government, October 30, 1956
The Soviet Government regards it as indispensable to make a statement in connection with the events in
Hungary. The course of the events has shown that the working people of Hungary, who have achieved great
progress on the basis of their people's democratic order, correctly raise the question of the necessity of
eliminating serious shortcomings in the field of economic building, the further raising of the material wellbeing of the population, and the struggle against bureaucratic excesses in the state apparatus. However, this
just and progressive movement of the working people was soon joined by forces of black reaction and
counterrevolution, which are trying to take advantage of the discontent of part of the working people to
undermine the foundations of the people's democratic order in Hungary and to restore the old landlord and
capitalist order. The Soviet Government and all the Soviet people deeply regret that the development of events
in Hungary has led to bloodshed. On the request of the Hungarian People's Government the Soviet
Government consented to the entry into Budapest of the Soviet Army units to assist the Hungarian People's
Army and the Hungarian authorities to establish order in the town. Believing that the further presence of Soviet
Army units in Hungary can serve as a cause for even greater deterioration of the situation, the Soviet
Government has given instructions to its military command to withdraw the Soviet Army units from Budapest
as soon as this is recognized as necessary by the Hungarian Government. At the same time, the Soviet
Government is ready to enter into relevant negotiations with the Government of the Hungarian People's
Republic and other participants of the Warsaw Treaty on the question of the presence of Soviet troops on the
territory of Hungary.
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Editor’s Note: The following statement by Hungarian leader Imre Nagy aired November 4, 1956 on Hungarian Radio and
first was published in the Department of State Bulletin, November 12, 1946. The excerpt below was secured from the
World History Sourcebook, http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/1956hungary.asp.

This fight is the fight for freedom by the Hungarian people against the Russian intervention, and it is possible
that I shall only be able to stay at my post for one or two hours. The whole world will see how the Russian
armed forces, contrary to all treaties and conventions, are crushing the resistance of the Hungarian people.
They will also see how they are kidnapping the Prime Minister of a country which is a Member of the United
Nations, taking him from the capital, and therefore it cannot be doubted at all that this is the most brutal form
of intervention. I should like in these last moments to ask the leaders of the revolution, if they can, to leave the
country. I ask that all that I have said in my broadcast, and what we have agreed on with the revolutionary
leaders during meetings in Parliament, should be put in a memorandum, and the leaders should turn to all the
peoples of the world for help and explain that today it is Hungary and tomorrow, or the day after tomorrow, it
will be the turn of other countries because the imperialism of MosCWA does not know borders, and is only
trying to play for tine.
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Editor’s Note: The following statement by the Soviet Union was first published in the Department of State Bulletin,
November 12, 1956. The excerpt below was secured from the World History Sourcebook,

http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/1956soviet-coop1.asp.
The principles of peaceful coexistence, friendship, and cooperation among all states have always been and still
form the unshakable foundation of the foreign relations of the USS.R… United by the common ideal of building
a socialist society and the principles of proletarian internationalism, the countries of the great commonwealth
of socialist nations can build their relations only on the principle of full equality, respect of territorial integrity,
state independence and sovereignty, and noninterference in one another's domestic affairs. This does not
exclude, but on the contrary presupposes, close fraternal cooperation and mutual aid between the countries of
the socialist commonwealth in the economic, political, and cultural spheres. ...
As recent events have shown, the need has arisen for an appropriate declaration to be made on the position of
the Soviet Union in the mutual relations between the USS.R. and other socialist countries, primarily in the
economic and military spheres….
With a view to insuring the mutual security of the socialist countries, the Soviet Government is ready to
examine with other socialist countries that are parties to the Warsaw Treaty the question of Soviet troops
stationed on the territory of these countries. In this the Soviet Government proceeds from the general principle
that the stationing of troops of one state that is a party to the Warsaw Treaty on the territory of another state
that is a party to the Warsaw Treaty should take place on the basis of an agreement among all its participants
and not only with the agreement of the state on whose territory these troops are stationed or are planned to
be stationed at its request...The Soviet Government and all the Soviet people deeply regret that the
development of events in Hungary has led to bloodshed. On the request of the Hungarian People's
Government the Soviet Government consented to the entry into Budapest of the Soviet Army units to assist the
Hungarian People's Army and the Hungarian authorities to establish order in the town. Believing that the
further presence of Soviet Army units in Hungary can serve as a cause for even greater deterioration of the
situation, the Soviet Government has given instructions to its military command to withdraw the Soviet Army
units from Budapest as soon as this is recognized as necessary by the Hungarian Government.. . . .
The Soviet Government expresses confidence that the peoples of the socialist countries will not permit foreign
and internal reactionary forces to undermine the basis of the people's democratic regimes, won and
consolidated by the heroic struggle and toil of the workers, peasants, and intelligentsia of each country. They
will make all efforts to remove all obstacles that lie in the path of further strengthening the democratic basis of
the independence and sovereignty of their countries, to develop further the socialist basis of each country, its
economy and culture, for the sake of the constant growth of the material welfare and the cultural level of all
the workers. They will consolidate the fraternal unity and mutual assistance of the socialist countries for the
strengthening of the great cause of peace and socialism.
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Timeline
Post-WWII


Berlin is divided into four zones at the end of WWII, each controlled by a separate Allied country.
Within a couple years, the city is divided into two parts: 1) West Berlin, a free part of West Germany
with economic and political support provided by the US, and 2) East Berlin, a communist city controlled
by the Soviet Union.



In 1948, the Soviet Union blockades West Berlin. The US and its allies airlift in medicine and food. In
May of 1949, the blockade is lifted.

1949


The German Democratic Republic (East Germany) is formed, which means that the Soviet Union controls
most of its military, politics, and economy. Private property and industry is nationalized (taken over by
the government) and a secret police enforces Communist government policy.



The Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany) is created as a democratic free-market government.

1950-1953


Thousands of East Germans (and other migrants from Eastern Europe) flee to West Germany in order to
escape the authoritarian rule of the Soviet system and seek economic opportunities.

1952


East German leaders meet with Stalin in Moscow, complaining of high rates of emigration to the West
and the danger of easy access of the West to East German society and government. Stalin agrees; East
Germany’s border with West Germany is strengthened, but the border between East and West Berlin
remains open. Thousands flee to the west, reducing the East German working population considerably.

1961


On August 13, the East German army closed the border with West Berlin. Streets along the border
were torn up and barbed wire was installed around the three western sectors of the city of West Berlin.



A wall is quickly fortified with concrete blocks, chain fences, and mine fields. People who are caught
trying to flee to the west were arrested or shot.



Many families who lived on both sides of the Berlin border were split and those with jobs in the other
sector couldn’t get to work.



On August 19, an American special ambassador and Vice President Lyndon Johnson arrived in West
Berlin to show their support for West Berlin. A convoy of western troops paraded through city streets.
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Berlin Wall, 1961. Toni Frissell, Photographer. Source: Library of Congress,
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/96506375.
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East German troops close the border in preparation for building of the wall. Berlin, Mauerbau, Kampfgruppen am
Brandenburger Tor, August 13, 1961, Bundesarchiv, Bild 183-85458-0002 / Junge, Peter Heinz / CC-BY-SA. Source:
German Federal Archive. Online Access: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bundesarchiv_Bild_183-854580002,_Berlin,_Mauerbau,_Kampfgruppen_am_Brandenburger_Tor.jpg/

Page 114
Cold War America Lesson #2: The Cold War Abroad
Copyright © 2013, The Regents of the University of California, All Rights Reserved

CWA 2.5 – The President’s Daily Bulletin (Berlin Wall)
The view of the border between the Soviet and American sectors of Berlin from the western side, October 1961.
Source: Central Intelligence Agency booklet "CIA Analysis of the Warsaw Pact Forces: The Importance of
Clandestine Reporting," www.cia.gov/library/publications/historical-collection-publications.
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Briefing given by Mr. Dulles at the morning and afternoon meeting of Congressional leaders with the President on March
7, 1959. Source: Central Intelligence Agency, http://www.foia.cia.gov/sites/default/files/document_conversions/16/195903-07.pdf.
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Memorandum: 10 Key Berlin Issues Coming Up for Decision, July 7, 1961. Source: Central Intelligence
Agency, http://www.foia.cia.gov/sites/default/files/document_conversions/16/1961-07-07c.pdf.
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Cable re: Subject Defected to West Berlin Police Evening of August 12, 1961. Source: Central Intelligence
Agency, http://www.foia.cia.gov/sites/default/files/document_conversions/16/1961-08-13a.pdf.
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Timeline
1959:


Revolutionary Fidel Castro leads a guerilla army into Cuba to overthrow General Fulgencio Batista.
Batista is considered an ally to the United States because he allows American businesses and wealthy
individuals to own Cuban plantations, cattle ranches, mines and utilities. Castro does not support this.

March, 1960


President Eisenhower approves a CIA plan to train 1,400 Cuban exiles to invade Cuba, which he hopes
would inspire ordinary Cubans to overthrow Castro and reinstate a government friendly to the US.



Cuban intelligence learns of the training camps where exiles are planning the invasion in Guatemala.

May, 1960


Castro establishes diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union.



US responds by prohibiting the importation of Cuban sugar; Soviet Union steps in to buy Cuban sugar.

January, 1961


John F. Kennedy is inaugurated. Shorty thereafter he is briefed on the planned exile invasion; he
authorizes the invasion plan, but argues that the US’ role should be kept secret. CIA plans to land the
exiles at the Bay of Pigs, a swampy area on the southern coast of Cuba.

April 15, 1961


To begin the invasion and provide cover for exiles, the US sends eight bombers, repainted to look like
Cuban air force planes, to bomb Cuban airfields. The bombers miss many targets and pictures are
released showing that the attacking planes are indeed US bombers repainted to avoid suspicion.

April 17, 1961


1,400 Cuban exiles land at Bay of Pigs and take heavy casualties from the Cuban air force and army.



Castro orders 20,000 troops to attack the invaders and his air force to attack from the sky.

April 19, 1961


Kennedy orders unmarked American planes to support, but they are late and shot down by the Cubans.



More than 100 exiles are killed and close to 1,200 surrender to Castro. Castro imprisons them for 20
months. The US eventually pays for their release with $53, 000,000 worth of baby food and medicine.
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Source: Statement by Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy on Cuba and Neutrality Laws, April 20, 1961.
Source: National Archives, ARC 193990
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White House Memorandum (TOP SECRET), [Proposal for Command Operation in Cuba, November 1, 1961.
Source: NSA Archive at George Washington University, http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/bayofpigs/19611101.pdf
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Editor’s Note: The following excerpt is from a speech given by President John F. Kennedy before the American
Society of Newspaper Editors, Washington, DC, April 20, 1961. Source:
The Department of State Bulletin, XLIV, No. 1141 May 8, 1961.
“The President of a great democracy such as ours, and the editors of
great newspapers such as yours, owe a common obligation to the
people: an obligation to present the facts, to present them with candor,
and to present them in perspective….
On that unhappy island, as in so many other areas of the contest for
freedom, the news has grown worse instead of better. I have
emphasized before that this was a struggle of Cuban patriots against a
Cuban dictator. While we could not be expected to lend our
sympathies, we made it repeatedly clear that the armed forces of this
country would not intervene in any way….

[T]here are from this sobering episode useful lessons for all to learn.
Some may be still obscure and await further information. Some are
clear today.

President John F. Kennedy, head-and-shoulders
portrait, facing front. US Navy Photo, 1961. Source:
Library of Congress,
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/96523447/

First, it is clear that the forces of communism are not to be underestimated; in Cuba or anywhere else in the
world. The advantages of a police state - its use of mass terror and arrests to prevent the spread of free dissent
- cannot be overlooked by those who expect the fall of every fanatic tyrant …
Secondly, it is clear that this Nation, in concert with all the free nations of this hemisphere, must take all even
closer and more realistic look- at the menace of external Communist intervention and domination in Cuba. The
American people are not complacent about Iron Curtain tanks and planes less than 90 miles from our shores…
Third, and finally, it is clearer than ever that we face a relentless struggle in every corner of the globe that goes
far beyond the clash of armies or even nuclear armaments…. But they serve primarily as the shield behind
which subversion, infiltration, and a host of other tactics steadily advance.…
The message of Cuba, of Laos, of the rising din of Communist voices in Asia and Latin America - these
messages are all the same. The complacent, the self-indulgent, the soft societies are about to be swept away
with the debris of history. Only the strong, only the industrious, only the determined, only the courageous, only
the visionary who determine the real nature of our struggle can possibly survive.”
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Dispatch from Canadian Ambassador to Cuba, June 15, 1961to the Canadian Government in Ottawa. Source:
The National Security Archive at George Washington University,
http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/bayofpigs/19610615.pdf.
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Source: The World Factbook, Central Intelligence Agency, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cu.html.

Bay of Pigs
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ST-19-3-62 29 December 1962 Miami, Florida Address to the 2506 Cuban Invasion Brigade at the Orange Bowl Stadium. Mrs. Kennedy speaks informally with Brigade leaders
Eneido Oliva, Jose Perez San Roman, Manuel Artime, and former Cuban President Jose Miro Cardona after the ceremonies. Photograph by Cecil Stoughton, White House,.
Source: John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Boston, http://www.jfklibrary.org/Asset-Viewer/H55aYSncgkGYZPzBVLT0IA.aspx
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Fidel Castro arrives MATS Terminal, Washington, D.C., April 15, 1959. Photographer: Warren K. Leffler. Source:
Library of Congress: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2004672759/
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[Fidel Castro and Nikita Khrushchev make their way in the midst of a crowd] / World Telegram & Sun photo by
Herman Hiller, 1960. Source: Library of Congress, http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/00652628.
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Editor’s Note: The following is an excerpt from a speech given by Fidel Castro on Cuban radio on March 23,
1961. The speech was recorded by the US Foreign Broadcast Information Service. Source: Latin American
Information Center, http://lanic.utexas.edu/la/cb/cuba/castro.html.
The aggression was indirect only in regard to the personnel. It was direct aggression in that it came from
camps of the North Americans, that North American equipment was used, and that it included a convoy by the
US Navy and the participation of the US Air Force. It was a combined thing: they used mercenaries amply
supported by the navy and air force.
…
We have always been in danger of direct aggression. We have been warning about this in the United Nations:
that they would find a pretext, that they would organize some act of aggression so that they could intervene.
That is why we have followed a cautious policy in regard to Guantanamo Base.
…
They are the ones who are bringing the world to the brink of war through their warlike spirit, their own
contradictions, and their economic problems which cause them to provoke a series of crises in order to
maintain their war economy. Their factories run only when they are building war material. Their regime is
marching toward a crisis. It is not like our economy, which is perfectly planned.
…
They have the capacity to do all sorts of things for the benefit of their people. But their system demands
production for war, not peace. As a result, there is extensive wasting of nature resources. Look at their
military budget. What they could do with this money for schools, industry, homes. What good it could mean for
the world.
And that is only part of the story. Some of their factories are working on a part-time basis. How different from
the Soviet Union, where everyone works! If someone wants to build a factory in the United States, he does so
whether it is needed or not. This is the result of an unplanned economy. In the United States, war militarizes the
economy. They plan for that.
The government does not permit any monopoly to produce what they want-- they have to produce war
materials. Then the government plans and controls production--they produce fantastically. In time of war they
plan. then all the people work. They are not capable of solving the problem of unemployment in producing for
peace. Only in time of war can they resolve their economic crisis. That is why there are groups who wish to go
on a war footing, if possible, with local wars. This has been the American policy after World War Two. With
respect to our country, they have been holding these ideas of aggression. We have been and are now facing
that threat.
Concerning the type of aggression against us: How could they organize a mercenary force against the united
people, against our army and militia? They did not think about that type of war. They thought of a frontal
attack with mercenaries and of taking over our country.
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Editor’s Note: Analysts preparing the Cuban Missile Crisis report should review the Bay of Pigs Timeline prior to
reading the Missile Crisis Timeline below for additional context.

Timeline
Summer, 1962


In July, Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev and Cuban leader Fidel Castro, make a secret agreement to
place Soviet nuclear missiles on Cuban soil to both deter an American invasion of Cuba and provide the
Soviet Union with the opportunity to strike the continental United States with nuclear weapons.



In August, Soviet workers begin construction of missile sites on Cuban soil. American intelligence
officers warn Kennedy that this initial construction might lead to a base for ballistic missiles.



Soviet leaders, including US Ambassador Anatoly Dobrynin, publicly deny any suggestion of efforts to
put offensive weapons on Cuban soil.

October 14


An American U-2 spy plane takes several pictures of the missile sites under construction in Cuba. These
sites were designed for both medium-range and intermediate-range ballistic nuclear missiles (MRBM
and IRBM). Both could reach US soil if launched.

October 15-16


The CIA analyzes the U-2 images, and then notifies the Department of State, which notifies National
Security Adviser McGeorge Bundy on October 15.



Bundy tells President Kennedy on October 16, sharing the U-2 photos and the CIA’s analysis.



Kennedy convenes a group of advisors, including members of the National Security Council – later
known as EXCOMM (Executive Committee of the National Security Council) to discuss options:
o

Diplomatic pressure

o

Do nothing

o

Send a warning

o

Naval blockade

o

Air strike

o

Invasion of Cuba

October 19, 1962


U-2 spy planes document four sites now ready for missiles. US military put on high alert.



Consensus by EXCOMM reached that a naval blockade to quarantine Cuba was the best option.
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Timeline (continued)
October 22


US Ambassador to the Soviet Union, Foy Kohler,
informs Khrushchev of impending blockade.



At 7:00 pm, President Kennedy gives a televised
address, announcing the discovery of the missile sites
and the American plan for blockade.

October 24


Khrushchev warns Kennedy that the blockade is “piracy”
that will lead to war; US troop alert condition raised to
DEFCON 2, the step immediately preceding nuclear war.

October 25


Kennedy responds to Khrushchev’s telegram, arguing
that the US is forced to respond given the proximity of
weapons.

800 women strikers for peace on 47 St near the UN Bldg / World
Telegram & Sun photo by Phil Stanziola, 1962. Source: Library of
Congress, http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2001696167/

October 26


The State Department receives a hand-written note
from Khrushchev opening the door for negotiation as long as the US promised not to invade Cuba.

October 27


Khrushchev sends another message, seeking a deal where the US would remove its missiles from
Greece and Turkey, in return for the removal of Soviet weapons from Cuba.



An American U-2 plane was shot down by a Soviet commander; its pilot died. Another American plane
accidentally crosses into Soviet territory, which leads to both sides preparing fighters.



Negotiations continue between the US and the Soviet Union; both seek an end to the crisis while
preparing for war.

October 28, 1962


Kennedy agrees to remove all missiles from Italy and Turkey and Khrushchev agrees to remove all
missiles from Cuba.



The US blockade ends on November 20, after confirming Soviet removal of missiles and launch sites.
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Source: The World Factbook, Central Intelligence Agency, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cu.html.

Missile sites
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President John F. Kennedy meets with members
of the Executive Committee of the National
Security Council (EXCOMM) regarding the crisis
in Cuba. Clockwise from top right side of table:
Under Secretary of State George Ball, Secretary
of

State

Dean

Rusk,

President

Kennedy,

Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara,
Deputy Secretary of Defense Roswell Gilpatric,
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General
Maxwell D. Taylor, Assistant Secretary of
Defense for International Security Affairs Paul
Nitze, Acting Director of the United States
Information Agency (USIA) Donald Wilson,
Special Counsel to the President Theodore C.
Sorensen, Special Assistant to the President for
National Security McGeorge Bundy (mostly
hidden), Secretary of the Treasury C. Douglas
Dillon, Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson
(mostly hidden), Attorney General Robert F.
Kennedy, former US Ambassador to the Soviet
Union Llewellyn Thompson, Director of the
Arms Control and Disarmament Agency (ACDA)
William C. Foster, and Director of the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) John McCone (mostly
hidden behind Director Foster). Cabinet Room,
White House, Washington, D.C., October 29, 1962.

Source:

John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Boston.

http://www.jfklibrary.org/Asset-Viewer/Archives/JFKWHP-ST-A26-1-62.aspx.
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President John F. Kennedy with Members of the
Executive Committee of the National Security
Council, October 29, 1962. President John F.
Kennedy (back to camera) speaks with members
of the Executive Committee of the National
Security Council (EXCOMM) in the West Wing
Colonnade outside the Oval Office, White
House, Washington, D.C. (L-R) President
Kennedy, Assistant Secretary of Defense for
International Security Affairs Paul Nitze,
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General
Maxwell D. Taylor, and Secretary of Defense
Robert S. McNamara. The President met with
members of the EXCOMM that day regarding
the crisis in Cuba. Source: John F. Kennedy
Presidential Library and Museum, Boston.
National Archives Accession # ST-A26-12-62.
http://www.jfklibrary.org/AssetViewer/Archives/JFKWHP-1962-10-29-A.aspx.
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President John F. Kennedy Signs Cuba Quarantine Order, October 23, 1962. Robert L. Knudsen, Photographer. Source:
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Boston. National Archive Accession # KN-C24732.
http://www.jfklibrary.org/Asset-Viewer/Archives/JFKWHP-KN-C24732.aspx.
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Map of Missile Range in Cuba (2), 1962. Source: National Archives, ARC Identifier 595351; Item from Collection JFK-222:
Theodore Sorensen Papers, 1934 – 2003. Online access: Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, Harvard
Kennedy School, http://www.cubanmissilecrisis.org/post/gallery/map-of-missile-range-in-cuba-2/.
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Aerial Photograph of Intercontinental Range Ballistic Missile Launch Site Number One at Guanajay, Cuba, October 23,
1962. Source: National Archives, ARC Identifier 193934. Item from Collection JFK-PXDOD: United States Department of
Defense, 1961 – 1963. Online access: Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, Harvard Kennedy School,

http://www.cubanmissilecrisis.org/post/gallery/intercontinental-range-ballistic-missile-launch-site-number-one/.
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Editor’s note: the following message was sent by Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev to President Kennedy, on
October 27, 1962: Source: National Archives, “Translation of message from Khrushchev to Kennedy concerning
proposal put forth by U Thant to resolve Cuban Missile Crisis.” National Archives Identifier, 193377.
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